






























































Live pigeon shooting, aa it was then gonfugted, con-
gsisted of suddenly liverating a dozen, or severpl dozen -
birds ~ asegcording Lo the nuaber of gwiners, from & spring
trap, the e¢age of whieh opened and threw the hirds upwaxd -
into the air. Ais the Pfrightened birds began their Lrenzied
flying, they were shot ab, by the punrners who stood in cay -
gentric rings &t varioueg distances. These who pald most fer
the privileze were abt & distarce of 2beut thirty psces;
those who paid lesy wers stationed at forty or fifty paces,
srd those who paid the minimum fee, were plsged at aboui
se?enty five paces from the itrap. Onts e the limit of ¢ons
hundred yards, snyone who wished mignt shoob, Iree of chargs
&% such stray birds as chanced to esgeaps the goneral fusilafe.
However there were ususlly very few étrays, nogt of the birds

o

being slenghtered or crippled by the gunaers 1n the fuvowred
rositions. fThe few birds thaj did esceape bsyond the third
ring were uswally flying so bigh that it bopk extrenely
acounrate marksmanship to bring them down. On a big day ot a
pigeon sheot, there might be ws many ag a hundred gooners;
and somebinmes as many &9 flve hundred birds were liberstda
ond killed in guecessive springs of vhe trep. I have heard
my‘father say =~ sni I believs he spoke the brnth ~ that the
reason why he neﬁer-pai@ for a pogition, wag not begansehe
could not afford it; but because he seormed the eszy olose~
up shoobing, where even o tyrs could seszreszly wmiss, and
preferred the vpractice to he hed in the difficealt shots at
the svray bilrds. There was glso anobher eonsiderabion.
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Yather dild not eare %0 assoclate with the majority of the

1)}
b

men who paid the bhill or the gporbt; many of then were

oodly politiclians and gomblers, most of them drank, and not
boodls litlelans and gomblers, t of them drank, 4 not














































End of Part I
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