




























































































THE CHOIR

One of the greatest pleasures in church services is the music, and the Union
Congregational Church has a fine tradition of music represented by its Choir. A 1926
photograph entitled "The Church Choir" shows 24 people in the choir. In 1934 Alice
Rowe Snow paid tribute to the choir in these words, "Too much cannot be said in praise
of our faithful choir. For many years they have given their services for the good of the
church ... The new pipe organ that was installed in the summer of 1931 has been a fine
addition to the church."

In a 1955 pamphlet a picture entitled "The Union Congregational Church Choral Choir"
there are 23 members shown, a clear indication that music was still a very important
part of the spiritual life of the Church. Over the next many years the Choir was not
only active at the Union Congregational Church, but also sang at various special services,
and there was talk in 1960 of enlarging the Choir Loft to make room for more singers.

Another important part of the church music was the organ. From 1962 until 1976, Mr.
James Boujoukos served as organist, and, in addition to supplying music for the Choir, he
gave many fine organ solos. But in 1976, after 14 years, Mr. Boujoukos resigned, and,
paralleling the decrease in church membership, the Choir gradually dropped in numbers to
between 10 and 12 members. It was about this time, also, in 1975 that funds were
donated in honor of the 60th Wedding Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Bentley. A plaque
was made designating the organ as "The Bentley Organ."

In 1977, Mr. Boujoukos returned as organist, and was gratefully welcomed back. The
Choir participated in the Inter-faith Ecumenical Service at the Winthrop High School In
June, 1977. In 1979 a new Choir Director was named, Lillian Fagerholm, an experienced
choir director and Professor of Music at Boston State College.

The Choir remained very active. As the Music Committee Report stated in 1979, "The
Choir participated in the memorial service for David Carter, provided excellent music for
Christmas and Easter Services and has contributed much to the worship of God through
our music at each service. ... Also this year we presented a special Christmas concert
by James Boujoukos and Carolyn Nickerson which was well received."

In 1981, the Music Committee with Lillian Fagerholm as Chairperson reported that
several members of the Choir sang at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and at the
Ecumenical Good Friday Service. One unusual service performed by the Choir was when
the members sponsored the activity of "Pictures with Santa" at the Christmas Fair in
1980. As the Music Committe wrote "We're grateful that Santa would share his time with
us and with the kids of all ages who had pictures taken with us."”

1982-1988. The Choir continued its activity, both in the Church and outside,
participating in the Inter-faith Service, performing Christmas musical programs at the
Historical Society (1985 and 1987), and participating in the Bicentennial Service for the
Deane Winthrop House (1987). We have to remember that all these special events were in
addition to the Choir's regular rehearsal time and Sunday morning worship musical
presentations.

1989. Under the guidance and direction of organist, James Boujoukos, the Union

Congregational Church Choir continues to sing today, ministering musically to the people
wherever they perform.
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