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WINTHROP IMPROVEMENT AND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Mr. Bentley: Ladies and Gentlemen, this is the regular meeting of
the Winthrop Improvement and Historical Association. The first
item of business will be the reading of the minutes of the last
meeting. Mrs. Drury.

Mrs. Drury: A regular meeting of the Winthrop Improvement and
Historical Association was held at the Barn, Tuesday evening,
January 5th, 1960, following a baked ham dinner served at 6:30 PM,
The President of the Association, Mr. Ernest Bentley, presided at
the business meeting. The Clerk's minutes of the previous meeting
were read and approved. The Treasurer, Mr. Arthur W. Hodges, read
the monthly financial statement. The cash on hand being $384.24.
Mrs. Leon P. Dutch, the Corresponding Secretary announced a meeting
of the Bay State Historical League on Saturday, January 16th, as
guests of the Women's Archives of Radcliffe College at Longfellow
Hall in Cambridge. On recommendation of the Executive Board and on
motion of Mr. Arthur W. Hodges, it was voted to accept Mrs. John C.
Ashworth, 19 Orlando Avenue, and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Hamilton, 86
Sherwood Road, Medford, as members of the Association. Thanks and
appreciation were expressed to the Dinner Committee, which consists
of Mrs. Louis Cobb, Mrs. Harrison Belcher, Mrs. Leland Floyd, Mrs.
Joseph Poor, Mrs. Walter Rowe and Mrs. Warren Wickwire. The gift of
a copy oOf the Winthrop Sun, dated May 22, 1897 which was acquired
at an auction in New Hampshire, was acknowledged. Also noted was a
gift from Mrs. Arthur Campbell, of a picture of Colonel and Mrs.
Sylvester with Mrs. Kate Paine. Business meeting adjourned. Mr.
Bentley introduced Rev. Gene Rose, Pastor of St. John's Episcopal
Church, who told of his experiences with the Sioux and Chipewa In-
dians while attending a seminary on an Indian reservation in Minne-
sota. Mr. Rose completed his talk with a showing of colored slides
of the Indians and their surroundings. Julia M. Drury, Clerk.

Mr. Bentley: Thank you very much Mrs. Drury. May we now have the
Treasurer's report, Mr. Hodges, Please.
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Mr. Hodges: December 19, 1959. Balance $384.24. Receipts, member-
ship; $1.00. Dues; $1.00. Dividends; $79.86. Pacific Gas & Electric
dividend; $49.40. Miscellaneous; $24.00. Total receipts; $155.26.
Expenses: Water Tax; $6.50. Telephone for December; $5.00. Bank
charges for November; 78¢. Gas and electricity; $20.10. Total ex-
penses; $32.38. January 23, 1960, balance, $507.12. Arthur W.
Hodges, Treasurer.

Mr. Bentley: Thank you very much, Mr. Hodges. Ladies and Gentle-
men, this is the regular February meeting of the Winthrop Improve-
ment and Historical Association. Because it is a regular meeting,
it is a very irregular program. We have been very fortunate upon
prevailing on three members of the Association, all with ¢connec-
tions with some of the old times of the Town; some with direct
connections, some with connections by marriage; nevertheless all
having connections going back considerable time in the history of
Winthrop. It was the feeling of the Committee when this program
was arranged that perhaps some personal items might be introduced.
Histories of Winthrop are available to us and Winthrop has been
referred to and some of its history has been recorded in various
publications. But if we can get any personal items we think it
will add to the history already known to us and it is our purpose
to add this recording to the archives of the Association.

Mr. Bentley (cont'd).: Might I first of all introduce to you the
members, and if they have at this time anything they wish to say
they might use this opportunity toexpound the introduction that I
might give. First, on my right we have Mr. Louis Cobb. (applause).
Louis, by the way tells me that today is his 27th anniversary.
(applause). It was 27 years ago today that they moved into the
Deane Winthrop House. That right Louis?

Mr. Cobb: The first meeting that we attended after we moved in
was 27 years ago tonight.
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Mr. Bentley: The first meeting that they attended. You wish to
say anything else about your background Louis or your availability
to this house?

Mr. Cobb: Well, you might say it's kind of a family affair here.
You know, a lot of these old families here couldn't throw any"
stones because you'd hit one of your relatives. On this panel to-
night Harrison Belcher is my first cousin and Sid Tucker's wife
is my second cousin. So you see, it's all in the family.

Mr. Bentley: Not only that, but when I was over to the Cobb's
house the other night he showed me a book that had been given to
some preceeding family member signed by a Winthrop. Perhaps
you'll tell us about that?

Mr. Cobb: Well, there's a Bible in the house that was given to
my great-grandmother who was Sally Tewksbury, by Mrs. Thomas
Winthrop in 1816.

Mr. Bentley: On my immediate right we have Mr. Harrison Belcher,
frequently known as Harry Belcher. I don't need to say anvthing
more about Harrison; the name indicates that he is one of the de-
cendants of one of the old Winthrop families. Harrison do you want
to say anything further?

Mr. Belcher: Not at this time, Mr. Bentley.

Mr. Bentley: Not at this time. And the third member of this panel
is Mr. Sidvin Tucker; known to all of you as the Historian of Win-
throp. He is the member of this panel who is not of himself of one
of the old Winthrop families, but he is married into one of them
and has spent perhaps more time investigating old Winthrop history
than the rest of us. And for that reason we are happy to have him
part of this group tonight. Sidvin?
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Mr. Tucker: Yes; Ernest I'd 1ike to call this to your attention.
I think that perhaps this tape recording, the notice that I got,
said that it was for the conservation ~-- the conservation of our
conversation; I guess that's what it is. Conservation. Well, so
that you'll know that this is on a very high plane tonight I wore
my spats. (laughter). My wife said "Oh, take those off tonight."
Well, Louis' already indicated that this is a family affair. The
Deacon David Floyd's house used to set up on Revere Street here,
on the northerly corner of Locust. That was moved in 1835 down by
Ocean Spray Station, and it's still there. So the first house I
lived in in Winthrop was the Deacon David Floyd house by Ocean
Spray and not very many years after that I married Deacon David's
great-great granddaughter. So that's the family connection there.

Mr. Bentley: Thank you very much, Sidvin. I think if we try to
take things a little bit chronologically; as I say we did have a
meeting and agreed about some of the things we were to mention.
The first of them, rather rightly I believe, would be the connec-
tion of Indians with Winthrop. Now, Winthrop was originally of
course, a part of Boston. Boston was settled in 1630. No one
knows of course whether there were actually Indians here at this
time, living in Winthrop; but we do know that Indian relics have
been found in the Town. Perhaps some member of the panel can tell
us something about that. Does anybody know anything about the
Indians in Winthrop?

Mr. Tucker: Well, I think we pretty generally know that over by
Winthrop Center Station, about where Gordon Fullerton's Garage is,
there were Indian graves over there and "¥hen they were putting the
railroad through, that was quite a hill there. And they dug the
hill down so's to put the railroad through Up by Pleasant Street,
and they came across the Indian graves. That was back in 1887 or
1888. They needed a photographer to have men come down from Har-
vard, some professors, and they wanted a photographer to take pic-
tures of those graves, and they couldn't find anybody but they
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Mr. Tucker (cont'd): finally located Harry Whorf who was in
school at the time but he came out and took them and they came
out very well. They've got copies of those pictures over in
Harvard, and we've got copies here in Winthrop also. So there
were Indians in Winthrop; they could'nt have found graves of
Indians unless there were Indians here.

Mr. Bentley: I must say I was looking through one of the
histories of Winthrop this afternoon and mention was made that
the Indians were a pretty wild group of people; they were not

the "noble" people said the writer that we picture them as being
today. It said that the settlement of Boston probably would not
have taken place as quietly as it did except that in 1617 and 18
a pestilence had struck the Indians and had dessiminated their
numbers. They're not sure whether it was smallpox or some similar
pestilence that had visited them. It had not only decimated them,
but it had taken the best of their blood, so thatwhen the Puritans
landed in 1630 they found little resistance initially. You have
something to say on the Indians, Louis?

Mr. Cobb: On the corner of Pauline and Pleasant Street for a
great many years, was a large stone there and it was said to have
been used by the Indians for grinding corn. Hardly a great many
people saw it on account of a vine growing over it and that had
been brought there; 1t was originally on a hill near Woodside and
Pleasant Street. I think when they cut the hill down the story is
that it was moved by some of the Newton family to Pauline Street.
But this Association tried to acquire that stone when Dr. Haley
built that new building on the corner and one of our members tried
to approach him on it and they said "No" they were going to keep
it. And when they moved the stone and busted it up they tried to
give it to us but it was in probably a dozen pieces and gone be-
yond doing anything with, But that was another Indian relic that
has been here but is gone by.
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Mr. Bentley: Harrison, know anything about the Indians in
Winthrop?

Mr. Belcher: Well, they were building a house next to where I
Tive now and they dug up an Indian body, that was in 1902.

Mr. Bentley: 1902. I also understand that when they dug the
foundations for the Edward B. Newton School, an Indian grave was
found, and the book I was reading this afternoon brought this

out too. It said we think of the Indians as being pretty heavy
around these parts. It said that by the very nature of things

they lived purely by hunting, and hunting requires very large
areas over which to hunt. It said, as a matter of fact, there are
more Indians in New England today then there were at the time of
the Civil War, which doesn't go back as far as we're talking

about but you see, it would indicate there never were the tremen-
dous number of Indians as we might of thought. And I think of the
reasons that there were not so near because of the pestilence
which I'd previously referred to. Well, suppose we pass on tc an-
other subject. We're meeting next door to one of the oldest houses
in Winthrop, there seems to be a Tittle question as to the exact
date which the house next door was built; the Deane Winthrop House.
But there are also other old houses in Town. I wonder if each of
us might just say a word about some of the old homes?

Mr. Tucker: Yes, but before you leave the subject of the Deane
Winthrop House, I think that we should emphasize the fact the near-
est date that we can get authoritatively is 1637 and we should make
the point that Deane Winthrop or Governor Winthrop didn't build the
house; it was built by Captain William Pierce of Mayflower fame and
he sold it to Governor Winthrop for his son, Deane. Deane lived
there all his life, and that's why you call it the Deane Winthrop
House. I'd Tike to call your attention to the fact that in my day
across the street where there's a flock of houses now that was
quite a good sized apple orchard. I picked apples there myself;
you'd hardly believe it; right across the street was an apple or-
chard.
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Mr. Bentley: Any more old houses? You know of any Louis?

My. Cobb: Well, there's quite a few old houses that existed in
Winthrop. The Bil1l House, that I think most of us remember was
down on Beale Street. It was built by a man by the name of Rev-
erand John Oliver. He was one of the original grantees of land
here, and that house looked very similar to the Deane Winthrop
House and was built about the same time. That was torn down about
1930. There's a picture of it on the wall over there somewhere.
Also, there was the Gibbons House which was near the Gibbons elm
which was down on the corner of Pleasant and Winthrop Street. And
then there was a house known as the Parliament House on Sunnyside
Avenue, occupied by Joseph Belcher and the name Parliament House
was put on it because of the gatherings of the people of the day
there to discuss politics. Then there was the Tewksbury House at
Point Shirley on Siren Street which was built in 1730 and I don't
know whether it was burned or taken down in 1902. Then of course,
we had some homes of some famous people over in the Park section.
There was a George B. Emerson who built a home there in 1844 and
he owned 30 acres over there of that land and he was a well-
known educator and naturalist. And there was a Judge John Lowell,
a son-in-law of Emerson, and also a home of Judge Edward G.
Loring, who was Chief Justice of the Court of Claims; and his
house was over on Court Road, near where Albert and Elmer Avenue
is now. And that building was afterwards turned into a hotel and
torn down when I was a boy.

Mr. Bentley: Have you any houses in mind, Harrison?
Mr. Belcher: Well, I have in mind one up there near the Methodist Chwret,

which was built by a man by the name of Dadmun. He was a minister
at Deer Island. And I haven't got the date on that.
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Mr. Bentley: It is rather interesting, I think, to remember that
Winthrop has had several names; largely because it has been part

of various other towns. Recently of course, it was part of Boston.
Then I guess it became part of Chelsea and was known as Pullen
Point, which is a coruption of the word "Pulling" Point. As I get
it, boats tried to get through the Shirley Gut at that time, and
finding the current so strong and having difficulty sailing through
they landed a member of their crew and they had a rope and they
pulled, and they helped to pull it through. So it was Pulling Point.
And that is one explanation which has been given though there may
be some other explanation for it. And then of course, it was known
and is known as Winthrop. Well, suppose we pass on.

Mr. Tucker: Might I interrupt here?
Mr. Bentley: Yes, yes indeed.

Mr. Tucker: Very quickly, I'11 point out this to you; there's quite
a few old houses in some of the houses that you know around here.
Beacon Villa, for instance was built in 1870. That's pretty nearly

a hundred years ago. 210 Main Street, opposite Herman, that was
built in 1842 and at the time that that house was built there wasn't
another house to the West of that and there wasn't another house on
this side except the Deane Winthrop House and in 1842 there was a
house across the street called the Seashore Home. Winthrop was just
a great big area and the next house to it, built in 1854, that's

the Davidson House, 1t's right there; and Beacon Villa in 1870 and
the house that you practically know, the Whittier House up on In-
gleside Avenue, that was built in 1830. But it wasn't built where

it is now; it set where the Ingalls House used to set right across
the street from that and they moved it in 1875 to where it is now.
And some of the walls 1n Gene Whittier's house are made of brick,
that was built by another of the Tewksbury's family, Willijam Tewks-
bury, who was a relative of Mrs. Pauline Tucker, no relation Xof
mine.
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Mr. Bentley: It's not easy for us to remember how recent growth is
the real development of Winthrop. In 1830 they took a census; most
of the population was living in Point Shirley, at that time. And the
total population in 1840 was 156, and of that 156, 142 were either
Tucker's, Floyd's, or Belcher's; Tewksbury's, excuse me, Tewksbury's
Floyd's or Belcher's. 142 out of 156. Now, that is evidence of the
comparative youth of the Town of Winthrop as we know it. There are
not many industries in Town today, but there are a few rather small
ones for the most part; but Winthrop has had various industries in
it's history. I wonder if we might have a 1ittle information on that
point. Louis, do you know anything about the industries of the

Town?

Mr. Cobb: Well, I think Harry has a 1ist of some of the older ones;
I have some of the newer ones.

Mr. Bentley: Oh, how about it Harry?

Mr. Belcher: Well, ut course you know Point Shirley was the busiest
part of the Town 1n the old days, and they had a copper works down
there started by Paul Revere's son; that was in 1841 and ran until
1869, then it moved to Canton. At that time, copper ore was discov-
ered in this country. The previous copper ore came from Chile and
Peru, so it was cheaper tu move to Canton to refine it. Then the
Salt Works; the pipe frumthe Salt Works is hanging on the wall over
there; that salt was you know put into these trays and then the sun
evaporated and you'd have the salt in the bottom of these trays. As
I said for thirty years. Then there was a torpedo factory on Put-
nam Street. This was also in business thirty years, and the build-
ing is still standing today. It's near the end of Putnam just where
Buchanan bends. And my grandiather used to take quarters or half
dollars, and break them in two with a vise then they'd put them in
either sulphuric or nitric acid and it went into making the tor-
pedos. These are the tupedos the children used to throw down; the
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Mr. Tucker cont'd: of Mather's relatives came down and he
preached in presumably what was the church and that was pre-
sumably a Congregational Church, Ernest. That should be of
interest to you, so if we get digging back too far we'll find
that maybe the first church was the one at Point Shirley in
1753.

Mr. Bentley: I was interested in reading a little bit this
afternoon and I hope that none of the descendants of the people
responsible for our fishing industry, our fishing station; I
hope there's none of them here tonight, because it said that
they came down from Boston to build themselves homes down there
and they spent so much money building their homes that they
didn't have enough money left to run an efficient business.
That's why they only lasted a very, very short time.

Mr. Tucker: There's an item about Louis going to speak about
recent industry so I thought I'd get this in before he talked
about the recent ones. I don't know whether you'd call cutting
hair an industry, or barbering being an industry, or whether an
undertaker is an industry but back in the old days, up on the
corner of Pauline Street and Hermon Street there was a barber
shop run by Barry Mitchell who was a colored barber. This was
away back in the 1881's thereabouts; and when Mother wanted
Johnny to get his hair cut, she'd have to Took at the tide
calendar to see whether she could send the boy to have his hair
cut because if the tide was low Barry Mitchell would be out
clamming, so you couldn't get your hair cut. Now, another indus-
try, which is the other extreme is the undertakers. The first un-
dertaker in town, rightly enough, was a John Floyd. By and by he
sold out to Sumner Floyd and then Sumner Floyd sold out to Ben-
nison, and now Bennison's is Marsh's; so there's continuity right
there. Then we had a blacksmith's shop right near the S.W. corner
of Magee's Corner whece the drug store is now. There used to be
another one down here right by Cherry Street. I remember both of
those very well. Those are old, but not recent industries Louis;
why don't you talk about the recent ones.



-12-

Mr. Cobb: Speaking about the undertakers; you all remember Charles
Bennison. Well he went into several enterprises, and when I was a
boy he acquired a whale. Some of the people might remember it; and
this whale was in a livery stable at the Highlands; Argyle Stable.
People remember it was over there on the corner of Argyle and Rev-
ere Street. And I remember very well one night, I think it was a
Saturday night; the fire alarm came in and we looked out the window
and it was late at night and the sky was all 1it up there from the
blaze. My father went to the fire and when he got home we said
"What was on fire?" and he said the Argyle Stable burnt up and
cooked Bennison's whale. (laughter). Another thing of interest, or
might be of interest to you the number of theatres that we have had
in Winthrop. This is all within my time but a lot of people here
probably didn't know about them. The first movie theatre I knew of
here in Winthrop was called the Pastime and that was located down
in Constitution Hall; a building that burned here just two or three
years ago. And then after that they built the Green Theatre, the
building still standing, and that was called the State. That was
built around 1910 or 11. And then after that they built a theatre
up here at Ocean Spray, called the Empire Theatre, and that was on
the site of the present Ocean Motors, the Ford place. That didn't
last too long and after that they had the Gem Theatre; as kids we
used to call it the "Germ". And that was over where the 0dd Fellows
building is; and ot course the present Winthrop Theatre which was
built in 1914.

Mr. Bentley: Schools are always of interest and it would be in-
teresting, I think to have a little recording about the first school;
if we know where it was and how the others came into existence. Do
you know anything about that Sidvin?

Mr. Tucker: Well, I don't want to do all the talking here.

Mr. Bentley: Go ahead, we'll let you this time.
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Mr. Bentley: Anything else on the schools?

Mr. Tucker: Back in those days, in the later period when the old
Town Hall was in existence, they used to have the grammar school
up there, the Town Hall, and Judith Gardner was one of the teach-
ers, and she used to teach the Tewksbury's, Belcher's and Floyd's.
Speaking of the Town Hall reminds me of this Ernest, that a little
bit away from the school was the library, away back in 1885 there
was what was called the Lycoum, and the town granted them the use
of a room up there for a reading room on nights when the band
wasn't practicing.

Mr. Bentley: Within the memory of most of us here in the room to-
night, I think, transportation in and out of Winthrop has changed
very considerably; and the process of getting from Boston to Win-
throp used to be quite a substantial one, unless you wanted to come
by boat. However, in the 1800's they did put a bridge across from
Main Street across to Orient Heights, which was not Orient Heights
at that time; it was Winthrop Junction. And that shortened the
traveling to Boston pretty considerably. It is interesting to note
it was a toll bridge; what year was that?

My. Cobb: I have a toil book here from that toll bridge; it's
Monday, September 6, 184 and we have four of these books here in
the House. You can 1ook at them and see the amount of money they
took in. I don't know how they could afford to pay anybody any
money. There's the date; $1.14, $1.86, 88¢, $2.98; they didn't make
much money.

Mr. Bentley: 1Is that the total for the day?

Mr. Cobb: That was the total for the day; it's listed here. Then I
also have a political poster here, that David Floyd, Jr., in 1850

run on a Free Bridge ticket, to do away with toll bridges, and his
opponent was also a Floyd, who was Edward Floyd; and we think that
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